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Art. 4. Gradually, as vacancies occur after the promulgation
of the present law, the President of the Republic appoints, in
the Council of Ministers, Councillors of State on ordinary ser-
vice. Councillors of State thus appointed can be dismissed only
by a decree passed in the Council of Ministers. Councillors of
State appointed under the Law of 24 May 1872 can be dis-
missed before the expiry of their powers only in the way laid
down in this Law. After the dissolution of the National Assem-
bly, dismissal can be effected only by a resolution of the
Senate.
Art. 5. The President of the Republic can, with the agree-
ment of the Senate, dissolve the Chamber of Deputies before
the legal expiry of its mandate. In this case, the electoral col-
leges are convoked for new elections within a period of three
months.
Art. 6. Ministers are collectively responsible before the
Chambers for the general policy of the Government, and indi-
vidually for their personal acts. The President of the Republic
is responsible only in the case of high treason.
Art. 7. In the event of a vacancy by death or any other cause,
the two Chambers meeting together proceed immediately to
the election of a new President. In the interval the Council of
Ministers is invested with executive power.
Art. 8. The Chambers shall have the right, by separate
decisions taken in each case by an absolute majority of votes,
either spontaneously or at the request of the President of the
Republic, to declare that there is need to revise the constitu-
tional laws. After each of the two Chambers shall have passed
this resolution, they shall meet together as the National
Assembly to proceed to the revision. Decisions carrying out
revision of the constitutional laws, either in whole or in part,
must be taken by an absolute majority of the members compos-
ing the National Assembly. Nevertheless, for the duration of
the powers conferred by the Law of 20 November 1875 on
M. le Marshal de Mac-Mahon, such revision can take place
only when proposed by the President of the Republic.
Art. g. The seat of the executive power and of the two
Chambers is at Versailles.
16

